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As LegalCORPS moves forward into our 20th year, welook back at 2023 and the accomplishments of ourteam, volunteers, partners, and sponsors. Theircommitment to providing innovative and inclusiveassistance in transactional matters to low-incomeentrepreneurs, small business owners, inventors, andsmall low-revenue nonprofit organizations continues tohave a positive impact on our community.LegalCORPS contributes with pro bono attorneys andour staff attorney, who have provided 3930 hours ofservice to  3681 clients; representing a financial valueof over  $1.5 million to small businesses, entrepreneurs,nonprofits, and inventors. Once again, our smallnonprofit is having a big impact on the future ofMinnesota. We offer sincere gratitude to our clients, partners, andsupporters for believing in the important work we do tosupport economic equity. As we begin our 20th year,we look forward to continued growth and positiveimpacts on our community. 

As Minnesota and the nation experience ongoing recovery from the pandemic, more peopleare joining the labor market. Much of our net increase in jobs over the past few years has beencontributions from small businesses. As a matter of fact, between March 2021 and March2022, of the net increase of 70,954 jobs in Minnesota, small businesses contributed 91.5percent. To help these small businesses succeed, it is imperative that our community continueto provide the necessary legal services so many of our hardworking clients need to succeed. 

POSITIVELY IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY

Executive DirectorNicole Deters, MPA, PACC
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State Sources

24%

Federal Sources
14%

Earned Income
14%

Foundations & Corporations

12%

Special Events

11%

IAP Program

9%

Law Firms
7%

Individuals
5%

In-kind Rent
4%

FY 2022-23 FY 2023-24
Bank Accounts $182,388 $101,708

Accounts Receivable $69,502 $62,301
Other Assets $4,655 $2,759
Total Assets $256,545 $166,768

FY 2022-23 FY 2023-24
Total CurrentLiabilities $10,883 $8,431

Loans Payable $71,377 $67,297
Total Equity $174,285 $91,040

Total Liabilities &Equity $256,545 $166,768



Mission StatementLegalCORPS expands access to businesslaw services for low-income individualsand organizations to promote economicdevelopment and strengthen communities.As Minnesota’s only business law legal aidorganization, LegalCORPS programsempower individuals and families to buildnoble legacies for generations to come.

We accomplish our mission through theservices of primarily volunteer business andintellectual property law attorneys. We haveone part-time staff attorney.  LegalCORPShas over 550 volunteer attorneys on ourroster, and we serve over 1800 clientsannually. Attorneys volunteer for variouspersonal and professional reasons — but aunifying motivation is Rule 6.1 of the Rules ofProfessional Conduct, which expresses thelegal profession’s aspiration to serve those inthe community who cannot afford legalservices on their own.Pro bono legal assistance is the kind ofvolunteer community service only attorneyscan provide.

Our Attorneys Sound guidance on business law matters isessential to the success of any venture, bothfor-profit and nonprofit entities. This ispreventative legal support, and whilereceiving front-end guidance won’t guaranteefreedom from legal concerns down the line,we aim to reduce the likelihood. The successof the small businesses and nonprofitorganizations that our clients start isessential to not only their personal financialstability but also to the economic vitality ofall of Minnesota. LegalCORPS programs aredesigned to help make all of Minnesota’scommunities great places to live, raisefamilies, do business, and serve others.

Positive Impact on Communities
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Legal Advice

The Entrepreneurs of Color Program is aLegalCORPS initiative to make business lawservices more accessible to recent immigrantsand Black/Indigenous/People of Color. 

ENTREPRENEURS OFCOLOR PROGRAM

We partner with community-basedorganizations that have built trustingrelationships with historically marginalizedpopulations who then refer these clients toLegalCORPS when appropriate.

Partnerships

Immigrants are 14% more likely to start abusiness than native-born Minnesotans. Yet, inaddition to economic barriers in low-incomeimmigrant communities, we recognize thatbusiness owners need to learn the impactful rolethat legal advice and representation play instarting, growing and protecting their businessinterests and flourishing cultural corridors.
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Legal Advice

The LegalCORPS Inventor AssistanceProgram allows inventors with great ideas toovercome one of the financial roadblocks tobringing innovations to market. 

INVENTOR ASSISTANCEPROGRAM

LegalCORPS started the Inventor AssistanceProgram, the first and longest-running patentpro bono program in the United States.Based on our model, the U.S. Patent &Trademark Office (USPTO) created anationwide patent pro bono program.

Leadership

We provide free legal representation to qualifyinglow-income inventors in Minnesota, Wisconsin,Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota who areseeking to patent their inventions. We helpinventors through the process by providing anarray of services for people who are justbeginning to those who are further along in theirjourney to filing.
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Legal Advice

A nonprofit organization’s mission andprograms can be at risk without sound legaladvice that can help avoid future difficulties.LegalCORPS provides free transactionalassistance to nonprofit start-ups and small,established nonprofits to set them up forsuccess and stay on sound legal ground.

NONPROFIT SUPPORT

Limited Scope RepresentationStartup AssistanceBrief Advice Clinics
Ways We Help

Nonprofits can encounter legal issues like thosefaced by for profit entities, including:Contracts, agreements, and leasesHuman resources and employment lawReal estateIntellectual propertyDrafting of Articles of Incorporation and BylawsReporting requirementsFiling for and maintenance of federal tax-exempt statusOperating and governance issues, conflicts of interestTax-related issues around unrelated business income tax (UBIT)
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Patsy BartleyIntentionally LLCF. Charles BennettFredrikson & Byron, P.A.Gina DeConciniAllina HealthKathleen EickTaft Stettinius & Hollister LLPLisa FultonSolventumAnn Gallagher3MDerek GoodmanKoch CompaniesApril HamlinBallard Spahr LLPKatie JohnsonWinthrop & Weinstine

Justina RobertsPresidentWells FargoKristen LarsonVice PresidentBallard Spahr LLPWilliam D. KleinTreasurerLathrop GPM LLPShane Solinger SecretaryFaegre Drinker Biddle and Reath LLPDiane PatersonMember at LargeSBDC - Twin Cities Metro Region

Emma Kasiga Old National BankKathy KirschbaumU.S. BankCourtney PojaCornerstone Advocacy ServiceAnn SteingraeberCargill, IncorporatedDonna SuchyIRenew & UCIMeg SteuerbswingLyle WrightMinnesota Department of Employmentand Economic Development (DEED)Alysia ZensDorsey & Whitney LLP

James BaillieOld National BankTammera Diehm Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.Joseph Genereux Dorsey & Whitney LLP Barry Kirchoff Central Minnesota Small BusinessDevelopment Center 

Neil M. Meyer  Meyer & Njus Michael Nolan  University of Minnesota,University of St. Thomas Martin R. Rosenbaum  Maslon LLP Tom Triplett  Triplett Consulting, LLC 



Executive DirectorNicole Deters, MPA, PACC
Small Business and NonprofitPrograms ManagerSarah Lewis

Inventor Assistance Program ManagerTiko Lieou
Staff Attorney and Entrepreneursof Color Program ManagerKwame Osafo-Addo

Inventor AssistanceProgram CoordinatorEduardo Escobar
Managing Staff AttorneyJessica Irwin

Business and NonprofitPrograms CoordinatorBen Hackett
Wisconsin - IAPProgram CoordinatorJeff Glazer

Inventor Assistance Program CoordinatorShannon O’Rourke
Attorney &Equal Justice Works FellowBrenda Pfahnl
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Websitewww.legalcorps.org
Phone612-206-0780 Emailinfo@legalcorps.org

Office Address1000 LaSalle Avenue, TMH 331Minneapolis, MN 55403

LegalCORPS expands access to business law services for low-incomeindividuals and organization to promote economic development andstrengthen communities. 


